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B!, the 'Telcconirnt~iiication~ Acccss Policy Division. Wircline Competition Bureau: 

I .  The  Telecommunications Access Policy Division has under consideration a 
Requcst foi- Rzvicw filed bq the Ilarris Count)' Board of Education, Hamilton, Georgia.(Harris 
Count!;).' I'ctitioner requests reyiem of a decision issued by the Schools and Libraries Division 
(SLDI o i ' thz  Universal Servicc Administrative Company (Administrator).* For the reasons set 
lorth hclm:. we deny the Request for Review. 

3. In its decision, SLD denied Harris County's application for universal service 
discounts in Funding Year 2002 because Harris County failed to postmark its FCC Form 470 
signaturc certification before the close of the filing window pursuant to program rules.' 
Petitioner concedes tha t  due to employee rrror, it failed to meet the FCC Form 470 signature 

' I .eiirr ii-ow Stisan Andrews. I-larris County Board o f  Education, Hamilton Georgia, to Federal Communications 
C ' ~ I ~ I ~ S ~ K I I I .  tilcd July 30. 2002 (Requrst for Review). 

/ < I  

I C t k r  froin Scl iool i  and Librai ic i  Division. Universal Service Administrative company, Lo John Graddick, Harris 
Count!, Hoard of tducation, dated J u l y  I, 2002 (Adtninisrrator's Decision on Appeal); see aiso SLD websile, FCC 
I'mn 470 Mintmuln Processing Standards for Funding Year2002, 
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Federal Communications Commission DA 03-40 

I cCrTiiicaliol1 filing deadline. However. Harris County argues that the omission caused by an 
ineupcrienced employee should bc overlooked in the interest of granting fund to a financially 
slrapped school district.' Consistent with our precedent in  the Weathersjidd Order, we conclude 
Ilia1 S1,D.s decision is supported by precedent and the underlying record.' 

.> . Further. construing Harris County's argument as a request for a waiver of the 
progrmi rulc that the FCC lorm 470 certification be received by the deadline, we find that a 
\\ai\jer is not appropriate. A waiver from thc Commission is appropriate if special circumstances 
\rari'ant a dcviaiion from thc general rule, and such deviation would better serve the public 
intercst than strict adherence to the general rule.' Petitioner's excuse of employee inexperience 
is not a special circumstance warranting a waiver of program rules. Therefore, we affirm SLD 
and deny thc Request for R e v i e w  
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4 .  ACXORDINGLY, IT IS ORDERED. pursuant to authority delegated under 
sections 0.01. 0.291. 1.3. and 54.727(a) ofthe Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. 5s 0.91, 0.291, I . ? ,  
and .54722(ai. that the Request for Review filed by Ilarris County School District, Hamilton 
(ieurgia on .luly 30. 2002 IS DENIED. 

FEDERAL COMMUNJCATIONS COMMISSION 

Mark G .  Seifel-t 
Deputy Chief. Teleccrnniunications Access Policy Division 
Wireline Competition Bureau 

' I{cquesr for Review ai 2 

I , /  

" SI,c Hcyucsr /ov R c v r c ~  lnj W<wIwr@du Loco/ School, Federal-Siu!e Join1 Board on Universal Service, Changer 
iii /hi, U o u d  of Di,.cciorr vfrlie ,Ku/ronoi Exchan,qe Currier ,Associalron, Inc , File Nos. SLD-226039, 226 107 
i h i r e l i n e  Coinp Bur. rel. Seplemher 25 .  2002) (Wt.nrliesr/ieldOrder) 

. Y o ~ ~ i / m i . v /  ['eliiilor TeIep/ionc ( ' i~  I' FC'C. 807 F.2d I 164, I I66 (D.C. Cir. 1990); .see also WAIT Radio v FCC. 
-I I X  t~ .Zd  I I .i; 1159 (D.C. Cir 1969) (stating thar the Comniission may take into account considerations of 
liijrdsliip. equity. or inore effectivc iniplementation of overall policy on an individual basis), cerl. denied, 409 U.S 
1027 i 1972). 

' .See Rcy i rc~ i  / i i i .  Revicri, hi. Uermoli .Slxciul School Dislricr. Huven School D~srrici No. 53-2, Masfics-Moriches- 
Siiw/<,l' ( . ' o n i i m i n i &  Li1Jrni;l'. h,!intnds Puhlic Schools, Reading-Muhlenberg Area C'ocuiional-Technico! School. 
1 'cr.sui//e,~ Exernpied Piliuge Srhooir, Wesibrook School Deportmen!, Federal-State Join! Board on Universol 
'Sci.vii,(', Clion,w! io the Bourd if I-1rreclur.s ofthe National Erchange Currier Associuiion, Inc., File Nos. SLD- 
3 2 7 7 7 ~  SLII-26 1808. SLD-277850. SLD-265880, SLD-257325, SLD-270374, SLD-220712, CC Docket Nos. 96- 
1 di i t l  97-21, i)i.der. DA  02-643 iCom Car. Bur re1 March 19, 2001). 
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